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Our Mission
Texas Appleseed’s mission is to promote social 
and economic justice for all Texans by leveraging 
the skills and resources of volunteer lawyers and 
other professionals to identify practical solutions 
to difficult, systemic problems.  
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The Pro Bono Difference

Volunteers

Value of Services Donated

Hours Donated

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

Alexander Dubose Jefferson & 
    Townsend LLP

Baker Botts L.L.P.

Baker & McKenzie

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & 
   Berkowitz, PC

BakerHostetler

Bell Nunnally & Martin LLP

Davis, Cedillo & Mendoza, Inc.

DLA Piper LLP (US)

Dykema Cox Smith

Fish & Richardson P.C.

George Brothers Kincaid & Horton LLP

George Butts Law

George Washington University Law School

Hunton & Williams LLP

Jones Day

Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Latham & Watkins LLP

Our 2016 Pro Bono Partners

Josh McMorrow, with Weatherford, addresses a crowd at 
the launch of Texas’ Homeless Youth Handbook

Locke Lord LLP

Mayer Brown LLP

McDermott Will & Emery LLP

Mintz Group

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Open Austin

Scott Douglass & McConnico LLP

The University of Texas School of Law

UNT Dallas College of Law

Vinson & Elkins LLP

Weatherford

$1.7 Million+

167

3,508



Helping Homeless Youth  -  Criminal Justice Reform 

Disaster Recovery & Fair Housing  -  Fair Financial Services

Juvenile Justice Reform  -  Civil Asset Forfeiture Reform

Dismantling the School-to-Prison Pipeline

Diversity Legal Scholars  -  Foster Care & the Courts

Suspending our youngest students undermines their 

education, and we know that they are often pushed 

out of school for age-appropriate behavior. 

One of the promising successes of 2016 was that 

two school districts in Texas ended suspensions of 

Texas Appleseed took on debtors’ prisons — one of 

our criminal justice issues — as a new project in 2016, 

inspired by our work on truancy reform. 

Through our truancy work, we learned how parents 

faced hefty fines, and even incarceration, stemming 

from their child being late to or absent from school, 

often for compelling reasons. In Texas, debtors’ 

prisons are widespread — low-income Texans who 

can’t afford to pay fines and fees stemming from 

traffic tickets and other minor offenses are forced 

into jail to “pay off” these costs. Community service 

is given little consideration as an option. Debtors’ 

prisons persist despite being contrary to state and 

federal law. Jail time for fine-only offenses drives 

people into debt, costs them their jobs and their 

their youngest students. 

Texas Appleseed worked 

diligently with school 

board trustees, educators, 

parents, students and 

partners to see this 

change happen.

In 2016, Houston ISD, the 

largest school district in 

the state, became the first 

district in Texas to formally 

end the use of suspensions 

for pre-K through 2nd grade students. El Paso ISD 

also followed with a similar policy. 

In our work to advocate for youth, we also spent 

nearly a year analyzing data and writing Dangerous 

Discipline, a report we released in 2016 in collabo-

ration with Texans Care for Children that highlights 

the reliance of police officers, juvenile probation, and 

courts to address minor, school-based behaviors. The 

report emphasized research-focused best practices 

that schools should be employing, and we also 

provided policy recommendations aimed at the state 

and local level.

2016 Project Highlights

Ending Modern-Day Debtors’ Prisons Dismantling the School-to-Prison Pipeline

2016 Projects

homes, and can 

leave children 

parentless.

In 2016, we laid the 

groundwork for 

a comprehensive 

data-driven report 

with a 2017 release. 

We examined how rampant the problem is in Texas, 

the negative costs of the current system, and 

determined legislative recommendations to spur 

the end of jail commitments for these low-level, 

fine-only offenses.



Under our Fair Financial Services umbrella, we 

tackle predatory lending, debt collection, remit-

tances, and financial abuse of the elderly and other  

vulnerable Texans. 

For predatory loans, we advocate for fairly priced 

small-dollar loans and advise jurisdictions on the 

benefits of adopting the unified ordinance, which 

creates affordability standards for payday and 

auto title loans. Ten more Texas cities passed the 

unified ordinance in 2016, from San Angelo to Waco 

to Longview. We also released A Toolkit for Cities 

to help city leaders across Texas identify ways to 

increase fair, low-cost loans to borrowers. 

Promoting Fair Financial Services

In Texas, school districts are trying to educate about 

111,000 homeless children and youth each year. Texas 

Appleseed’s Homeless Youth project emerged out of 

the interconnectedness of this issue with our foster 

care-, school-, and housing-related work, as well as 

a gap we could fill by educating this population about 

their legal rights.

We began by sitting down with these youth and 

listening to their stories and challenges. We conducted 

in-depth interviews with more than 100 youth across 

Texas — in Houston, Dallas, Austin, San Antonio, and 

surrounding cities. The interviews are helping to 

inform the content of our forthcoming policy report, 

as well as current advocacy efforts. 

We also released our Texas Homeless Youth 

Handbook in 2016. Available online and in print, it 

spans 18 chapters, focusing on ages 14 to 24. Released 

with partners Baker & McKenzie and Weatherford, 

it was written to specifically reflect Texas law and 

features information for youth about their rights, 

responsibilities, and resources available to them. 

Found at www.HomelessYouth.org, it covers a range 

of topics from education and healthcare to housing, 

parenting, and consumer credit issues.

Helping Homeless Youth

Our work on debt collection was highlighted in the  

Hastings Law Journal in 2016 in an analysis we 

co-authored highlighting consumer challenges. With 

debt collection often resulting in threats and intim-

idation to Texans, the piece presented a number of 

reform recommendations. 

For our remittance work, we co-authored Send-

ing Money: The Path Forward with the Appleseed 

network in 2016. The study was the first analysis of 

the consumer impact of 2013 landmark federal 

regulations — our study confirmed the regulations 

are protecting money sent abroad. 

In 2016, we began work on a new issue area — elderly 

financial abuse. In partnership with AARP Texas, 

Texas Appleseed began the legwork on a set of 

guides to assist financial caregivers. Released in early 

2017, the content spans topics including identifying 

financial exploitation, avoiding scams, and fiduciary 

responsibilities of caregivers. The guides, in English 

and Spanish, in print and online, are found at 

www.ProtectTheirMoneyTx.org.



Extracted from audited financial statements for the year ending December 31, 2016

15% Contributions

40% Events

40% Grants

5% Other Revenue

18% School-to-Prison Pipeline

18% Fair Financial Access

12% Fair Housing

21% General & Other Programs

14% Management & Administration

17% Fundraising

40%

5%
15%

40%

14%

17% 18%

18%

12%21%

Financial Overview 

Total Revenue $1,363,746

Total Expenses $1,685,252
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Atlantic Philanthropies
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Corporate & Institutional Donors

You can count the seeds 
in an apple, yet you never 
know how many apples 
grow from one seed.”
			   — J. Chrys Dougherty, III 

a founder of Texas Appleseed

“



The Visionary Society is a 
group of individuals committed 
to ensuring justice for their fellow 
Texans through their generous 
gifts to Texas Appleseed.

Visionary Society

Platinum 

Contributions of $5,000 & above

Laura & John Arnold • Darrell Barger 

Judy & David Beck • Edna & George Butts 

Patrick Cantilo • Debra & E. Leon Carter • Ricardo Cedillo

Amanda & Dennis Duffy • Cheryl & Jim George 

Lela & Robin Gibbs • Melanie Gray & Mark Wawro  

Rusty Hardin • Susie & Kenny Jastrow • Lamont Jefferson 

John & Kyle Kirksey • Gayle & Layne Kruse 
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Contributions of $2,500 to $4,999

Barry C. Barnett • Hon. Kent Caperton 

Lizzie & Scott Fletcher • Marcy & Sam Greer 

Gerald H. Goldstein • Gregory Huffman 

Hon. Wallace Jefferson & Rhonda Jefferson 

Maria & Charles Kelley • Ronald D. Krist • Neel Lane  

Julie & Michael Lowenberg • Lonny D. Morrison 

Edmundo Ramirez • Vicki & David Sharp 

Courtney & Branndon Stewart • Kenneth Tekell

Silver 
Contributions of $1,000 to $2,499

Hon. Marilyn Aboussie • Judy & Rodney Acker 

James Adams • Rebecca & Ross Anthony • Pat Arthur 

Scott Atlas • Mary & Jack Balagia • Susan Blount 

Leah & Michael Buratti • Amy Chen & Charles Loeffler  

Kristina & Tim Cleveland • Serena Connelly • Clinton Cross 

Ben Cunningham • Dr. William Cunningham 

William Dawson • Randy & Ricki Ebner • Allene Evans 

Hon. Royal Furgeson & Marcellene Malouf 

Harold H. Ginsburg • Michael Hatcher • Beth Hecht 

Susan & Richard Hile • Guy Hohmann 

Cisselon Nichols Hurd & Jim Hurd 

Anne & Clay Johnson • Lee Kaplan • Susan Karamanian 

Greg Kenney • Mary Lawler & Peter Kelly

Margaret & Frank Krasovec • JoAnn Lee • Adam Loewy 

Chris & Mike Marcin • Taline Manassian • Kenneth McNeil 

Admiral William McRaven • Rob Mowrey 

Elizabeth & Justin Nelson • Scott Partridge 

Melinda & Michael Perrin • Hon. Thomas & Lyn Phillips 

Maryellen & Patrick Quarles • Steve & Lee Rech 

Penny Reid • Monica & Christopher Richart 

Melissa Shultz • Deborah & Hugh Sloan • Edith Smith 

Cynthia Stewart • Louann & Larry Temple 

Diane Umstead & Rex VanMiddlesworth 

Yolanda Uribe & José Rangel • Allan Van Fleet 

Robert Walters • Andrew Weber • Patti & Paul Yetter 

Rowena Young & Myron Steves

Bronze 

Contributions of $500 to $999

Barry Abrams • Jennifer & Fields Alexander  

Claudia & Otis Carroll • Kirsten Castañeda  

George B. Cauthen • David Chappell  

Chris Cowan • Jennifer & Ashton Cumberbatch 

Paul Davis • Viviana & David Denechaud  

Edwin R. DeYoung • Gwynneth & Robert Dieter 

Dr. Greg Fenves & Carmel Fenves 

Kyra & William Fitzgerald • Murray Fogler  

Angela Fontana & Andre Szuwalski • Yolanda Garcia  

Paul Genender • Andi & Jonas Georgsson  

Susan & Sean Gorman • John A. Hay, III • Nan Hazel  

Hon. Laura Higley & Bob Higley • Isaac Huron  

Tommy Jacks • Shawn & Bill Jackson  

Avani & Dr. Chirag Jhaveri • Susan Kidwell  

Stephanie & Todd Kissner • Yolanda & William Knull  

Chanler Langham • Carroll Martin & Clyde Bennett  

John McDonald • Holly McIntush-Mobley  

Jennifer Munzel • Patrick Oxford  

Marsha & Charlie Parker • Puja Patel  

Barbara & Bud Paulissen • Cathy & Rod Phelan  

Dr. Mark & Tracy Picone • Mike & Susie Powell  

Macey & Harry Reasoner • Joe Redden, Jr.  

Hannah Sibiski & Stuart Nance • Peter Sloan  

William Sloan • Hon. Jan Soifer & Patrick O’Connell  

Hon. Sam Sparks & Melinda Sparks  

Hon. John Specia & Bettsie Specia  

Mary Spector • Helen & Frank Stevenson 

Leslie Thorne • Roger Townsend • Karen & Andy White


